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Who presented the session?
[image: ] Deborah Borg Brincat – Programme Manager
[image: ] Lisa Heywood – Access Coordinator
[image: ] Ant Lightfoot – Previous Emergent Artist

Access support
We can provide funding to pay a personal assistant to help you to apply.
You can also book time with Lisa, our Access Coordinator, to help you to apply.
Book time with Lisa using this link
Please let us know what support you need by: midnight on Thursday 20th August



Overview of the Programme
Emergents is a development programme for five Disabled musicians.
Each selected artist receives:
· £1,000 bursary for career development
· £500 stipend for attending 10 creative development sessions.
· A showcase performance opportunity in late 2027.
Online Creative Development Sessions
Participants will attend:
· 3 training sessions on music industry topics.
· 3 group mentoring sessions with an experienced musician.
· 3 creative discussion sessions with Disabled musicians.
· 1 networking session with Drake Music staff, artists, and previous participants of our creative programmes.  
What we expect from participants
· Attend all online activities.
· Complete evaluation surveys.
· Share new music during the programme.
· Make something for the Drake Music blog about your experience on the programme. This could be written, audio, or video.



Ant’s Experience
Bursary money
Ant used the £1000 creative development bursary to buy a professional microphone, an audio interface and some other home studio equipment
This means they can record at home, which they could not do before
He has also used the money to collaborate with one of his heroes
The £500 participation bursary helped them to attend the training sessions
Online sessions and networking
The creative development sessions gave Ant lots of ideas
Before the programme they found it hard to connect with other Disabled musicians
They found community with other Disabled musicians through the programme
They plan to collaborate with another musician from the programme in future
Showcase
Ant is preparing for the showcase by deciding which songs to do
They are very excited for the showcase and meeting everyone in person

Access
Ant said access is embedded into every part of the programme
They think the Drake Music team is supportive and friendly
The programme is flexible, so you can choose training that is most interesting or relevant to you
Goals
Before the programme, Ant wanted to make their own music and form a band
They have achieved these goals now
The Emergents programme felt like a step change in their career


Application Process
The deadline for applications is midnight on Wednesday 9th September.
There are two forms to fill in:
Application form (essential).
Diversity monitoring form (optional but encouraged).
We will let you know the outcome of your application by Monday 2nd November.
Filling in the application form
The application form is on our website here  
Diversity monitoring form
· You can find a link to the Diversity monitoring form at the bottom of the application page.
· The form is available in these formats:
Microsoft form, BSL, Audio, Easy Read, Large Text 
· The form is anonymous.
· The responses help us to:
· Find out who we are reaching with our marketing
· Apply for funding to support programmes like this


Questions and Answers
Money
Do you need to keep receipts for what you spend the bursary on?
You do not need to keep the receipts
Drake Music can purchase the equipment for you, or we can transfer you the money into your bank account
This will be agreed at the start of the programme
What can you spend the bursary money on?
The £1000 creative development bursary is to spend on things that will help with your creative ideas and goals, like equipment, studio time, collaboration etc
The £500 participation bursary is to support you to attend the online sessions. This is because we know some people may need to turn down paid work to participate. There are 10 online sessions, so it works out at £50 per session.
Is there money for access support during the programme?
We have a separate budget fund access support for participants during the programme
At the start of the programme we will meet with you to find out if you need any funding or access support
We can also help you to understand how to apply for Access to Work – money from the government to help with access costs at work.
Access to Work can help you with access support in the long term
About the programme
Are there any in-person sessions?
All the development sessions take place online.
The only in-person activity is the showcase in October 2027.
The showcase will take place in LSO St Luke’s, Old Street, London.
How long are the slots at the showcase?
Each emergent artist gets a 15 minute slot.
Can I perform at the showcase virtually?
If performing in person is not accessible, you can perform virtually
We can also help with access support to help you perform in person if you would like to, but it is not usually accessible for you
At the showcase do you have to perform music that you created during the programme?
No, you can play music that you created before starting the programme.
Is there funding to pay band members or collaborators for the showcase?
Yes, we will pay Musicians Union’s rates for band members and will cover their travel and access costs.
This must be agreed in advance as the showcase budget is limited.


Ant’s experience
Have the connections you made to people through the programme supported your mental health?
Yes, having access to the networks and to all the musicians who led the creative sessions and all the Drake Music staff formed a really supportive community.
The Application Form
Question 4: Do you see yourself as part of the Global Majority?
What does the term ‘Global Majority’ mean?
It means people of Black, Brown, Asian and other non-white ethnicities.
It includes people of mixed ethnicity
Is being LGTBQIA+ the same as being part of the Global Majority?
No, LGBTQIA+ refers to sexuality and gender 
Global Majority refers to ethnicity
Why do we reserve spaces on the programme for members of the Global Majority?
The data from our diversity monitoring forms shows that people from the Global Majority are not well represented at Drake Music.
We have committed to awarding 3 of the 5 places on the Emergents programme to members of the Global Majority to help increase representation.
We also make sure there are role models from the Global Majority on the programme, and are working to embed anti-racism across Drake Music.
Question 5: Share a track that shows us what kind of music you make.
Does the track you share in the application have to be professionally recorded?
No, it does not need to be professionally recorded 
It can be recorded on your phone, laptop etc.
How do I decide which track to share?
Send us a track that you think best shows us your music 
Your track can be made up of short parts from different tracks
The whole track must be under 5 minutes long
If your track is over 5 minutes long, the panel will only listen to the first 5 minutes.
Can I send a link to my music on Spotify?
We prefer it if you can send a link that doesn’t need a subscription, like SoundCloud
This is because not all panel members will have a Spotify subscription. 


Question 7: Tell us why you think you are an Emergent artist.
 What is an Emergent Artist?
Someone who is at the beginning of their music career 
OR 
Someone who has changed the way they make music because of a change in their access requirements.
This includes people who have made music for a long time but don’t have a lot of experience making music professionally.
If you have recorded and released an album professionally are you an emergent?
You might be – professionally recording an album doesn’t automatically mean you don’t fit our definition of an Emergent
In the application you should tell us why you think you fit our definition of an Emergent
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