	
	
	



Could you be one of our next Emergent artists?
We’re excited to open applications for our 2027 Emergents programme!
What is on offer?
The Emergents programme is part of the Drake Music Collective - our professional development programme for Disabled musicians. 
This year we will select 5 Emergent artists. 
The main programme runs from January 2027 to May 2027, with a showcase event in October 2027.
If you are selected as an Emergent you will get:
· a £1000 creative bursary to support your future goals and creative ideas.
· a £500 development bursary, to support you to take part in our online creative development programme.	Comment by Lisa Heywood: you to take part in
· an opportunity to showcase your work to an audience of industry professionals at a hybrid in-person/online event in October 2027 (date to be confirmed).
There will be two development sessions per month. The sessions will be held online on a Tuesday evening from 6pm to 8pm. The sessions will include:
· 3 training sessions about topics related to the music industries
· 3 discussion sessions to explore creative ideas
· 3 group mentoring sessions with an experienced musician
· 1 networking session with other musicians and Drake Music staff
How to apply
Send us your completed expression of interest form by Tuesday 4th August.
We will email you the application questions on Thursday 6th August.
Submit your application and diversity monitoring form by Wednesday 9th September.
If you have any questions, please email Deborah at info@drakemusic.org.
Who are we looking for?
This opportunity is open to music creators who are:
· Disabled 
· Live in England
· Are at least 18 years old
· Available to attend the online development sessions on Tuesdays from 6pm to 8pm
We want to hear from you if you are a music creator who:
· makes new music, for example, you write your own songs or create your own tracks	Comment by Lisa Heywood: I think this might need more explanation - e.g. "for example you write your own songs/ music, create original tracks"
· is at the beginning of your career in music or changing the way you make music because of a change in your access requirements. 	Comment by Lisa Heywood: "Or changing the way they make music because of a new or changed disability" 	Comment by Deborah  Borg Brincat: should we say impairment here?
· wants to showcase your music
· doesn't have access to traditional support networks or communities in the music industry
We particularly want to hear from you if: 
· being on the programme will make a big difference to your career	Comment by Lisa Heywood: I'd split this into a different section - something like...

We want to hear from you if:
> Being on the programme will make a big difference to your career 
> It would be really difficult for you to take the next step in your music career without the bursary and support  
· it would be difficult for you to take the next step in your music career without the bursary and support
· you are from the global majority, trans, non-binary, a woman, part of the LGBTQIA+ community, and/or from a low-income background
We are committing to awarding at least 3 bursaries to people from the global majority.	Comment by Lisa Heywood: people from


Information session
We are holding an information session on Zoom at 2:30pm on Thursday 6th August. 
You can join the session live or watch the recording/ read the transcript afterwards at a time that suits you. In the session we will tell you more about the programme and tips for filling in the application form. 
Definitions
Music Creator
Any musician, recording artist, or DJ who creates original music as part of their practice. This includes all ways of making music and all genres.
Emergent Artist
Someone who is at the beginning of their career in music or changing the way they make music because of a change in their access requirements. This includes people who have made music for a long time, but don’t have a lot of experience of making music professionally.
Disabled
We use ‘Disabled Person’ as an inclusive umbrella term to include all people who identify and experience disabling barriers based on The Social Model of Disability. We also include people who may not use this terminology but who do experience disability discrimination under the Equalities Act 2010.
Document continues on next page.



Access
We are committed to removing barriers for our staff, participants and anyone applying for a role at Drake Music.
We will accept applications in these formats:
· Microsoft Form
· Written, for example, in a word document or PDF	Comment by Lisa Heywood: Maybe add "microsoft form" and change "writing" to "written (for example word document or PDF)"
· Video
· Audio recording
If you experience barriers to applying, please let us know in the expression of interest or by email at info@drakemusic.org. We will be happy to discuss how to make the process accessible for you and make adjustments wherever possible. Access funding is available if required. If you are worried that receiving the bursary money might affect your benefits, let us know.
If you are selected for the programme we will ask you about any barriers you face, and how we can make the programme accessible for you. We will make adjustments wherever possible and access funding is available if required.
Document continues on next page.

Selection Panel
Geo Aghinea
[image: ]Pronouns: they/them
Geo Aghinea is an experimental vocalist and sound designer. Geo was a Drake Music Collective Emergent between 2023 and 2024 and is a Project Manager for DMLab London. 
Miss Jacqui
[image: ]Pronouns: she/her
Miss Jacqui is a poet, singer, songwriter, and performer. Miss Jacqui is the Creative Facilitator for the Emergents programme and a Drake Music Collective alum.
Vivienne Uchebuaku Isebor 
[image: ]Pronouns: she/her
VVN (she/her) is a multidisciplinary artist, singer/songwriter, and poet. Vivienne is currently on the Emergents programme.
Ysabelle Wombwell
[image: ]Pronouns: she/her
Ysabelle Wombwell is a composer, music producer and recording artist. Ysabelle was a Drake Music Collective Resident Artist between 2023 and 2024.
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